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they will require much less space.
This is quite helpful for the small
aarden. Weeds must, of course, be
kept under control, and a good mulch
j>efore the vines make too much
growth^ will help.

Frame-growing of muskmelons was
developed in the Montreal, Canada,
section, where late-maturing varie-
ties are grown. These are large
melons and their culture is a spe-
cialized industry. It is possible for
any gardener to grow these melons if
he' has coldframes or hotbeds. In
cold sections it is necessary to grow
them in hotbeds, while in the mid-
central states they may be grown in
coldframes. The seed usually is sewn
in pots or veneer bands in the green-
house or hotbed early in March. As
soon as the seedlings show the first
true leaves, they should be placed in
the frames in their permanent place.
There they are grown under protec-
tion of glass as long as the air tem-
perature is below 70 degrees. This
generally means until the first of July.
In making the hotbed, there are sev-
eral means of obtaining heat. (See
chapter on Greenhouses, Hotbeds,
and Coldframes.) One method is to
dig trenches over which the hotbeds
are to be placed. The soil should be
ridged in beds six feet wide with a
two-foot-wide trench about 18 inches
deep along the ridge. This is filled
with fresh manure and then covered
with soil. The boards are then set up
and three- by six-foot sash are cov-
ered over. Two plants can be planted
under each sash. The number of sash
will depend on the number of melons
that are to be grown. As the vines be-
gin to crowd, the frames may be re-
moved. The fruits are protected from
tlie soil with shingles, boards, or flat
stones. The frames should be kept
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open as much as possible to acclimate
the vines and give good ventilation to
the vines to prevent diseases from get-
ting started, Winter melons and can-
taloupes can also be grown by the
Montreal process.

Greenhouse culture of melons is
similar to the culture of greenhouse
cucumbers (which see). The same
precautions as to soils are taken as are
taken in the garden. There must be
good drainage and a good supply of
nutrients. The plants are grown on
A-shaped trellises with the plants 3
feet apart along the trellis on either
side. The trellis is 6 feet apart at the
base. The fruits must be supported
by nets to keep them from falling off
when they are almost ripe.

DISEASES ASTS INSECTS: There are a
number of insects and diseases that
cause considerable trouble in the field
as well as in the frames. If melons
can be started in pots and set out in
the'garden when they have made con-
siderable growth, it will reduce in-
sect-injury to a certain extent, as the
cucumber beetle which causes most
of the trouble does its greatest dam-
age when the plants are small and
are making a very slow growth. The
cucumber beetle works on the grow-
ing tips and after eating the foliage
and stinging it, lays its eggs on the
stems near the ground. The eggs
hatch and the larvae make their way
to the roots, where they burrow
through the roots and cause the
plants to wilt and die. The beetles
also carry the bacterial wilt and
spread it from one plant to the other.
The gardener will find that it is
worth while to cover the plants with
a screen or transparent cellulose
acetate until the beetles are through
their life cycle, or dust the foliage